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Festival of Sharing Handbook and Guide

Church

Your Name Phone

District Representative Phone

Festival of Sharing
West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church
32 Wesley Blvd, Columbus, OH 43085
614.844.6200
800.437.0028

http://www.westohioumc.org/page.asp?PKValue=1954



The Festival of Sharing is:

a CELEBRATION of what God in Christ has done for us in providing the
harvest, and of our year-long efforts to bring in the harvest;

an AWARENESS of the needs of others in the world and ways to
express solidarity with our sisters and brothers;

a FELLOWSHIP with persons from other churches who have mutual
concerns and interests;

an OPPORTUNITY for “hands on” approaches to mission;

a MOTIVATION under the power of God to be more involved in the
ministries of your local church

The Festival of Sharing Logo features the
e of Shg,,  emblem of the United Methodist Church, which
" West Ohion2,  combines the Cross of Christ and a flame
symbolizing the Holy Spirit. The cross and
flame are ancient symbols of the church, each
evoking an image of sacrifice, witness, and
service, which remind us of the opportunities
Ve & and obligations of discipleship.

R W
Ve sppst®

4
o

aNiaa iy
: e
1On gL ESS

-‘\\\

o

.
2

'll

The cross and flame are superimposed over an Ohio state map.
Planted within West Ohio is wheat — symbolic of Jesus Christ, the Bread
of Life.  The Festival of Sharing emphasizes the sharing of bread as
indicated by the planted wheat extending beyond our state line to the
rest of the world.

We are a ministry as people of God when we make the commitment to
alleviate physical and spiritual hunger, and to give shelter to the
homeless. Such commitment is rooted at the foot of the cross and is led
by the flame of the Holy Spirit.

The words encircling the image highlight both the name of this effort,
and the goals toward which we work.



How to Use This Handbook

This handbook is intended for use in getting you started. What you will find in the
handbook:

v' A guide to help you find information about projects to support

v' Areproducible Tally Sheet to report participation

v" Reproducible artwork for promoting the Festival of Sharing

As forms are updated, they will be available on the Festival of Sharing
Website.

The focus of projects in the Festival of Sharing are those which help the
hungry and homeless. The Festival of Sharing Committee suggests that you
select one or two projects and make it (them) a year-long emphasis in your church.
If you are already supporting one or two of these projects, pray about choosing a
new emphasis in order to broaden the scope of your awareness and support of
hunger and homeless issues around the world. In addition to one of the direct food
and housing projects, we would encourage you to consider support of the Hunger
Network in Ohio or Bread for the World to give a legislative “punch” to your
hunger program.

When you contact an organization for further information, be sure to ask if they have
brochures or web-based information available. The General Board of Global
Ministries has a wealth of online information found at http:/new.gbgm-
umc.org/resources/ .

Resources may also be ordered through Cokesbury. Check with your church office
for a copy of the most current catalogue.

Please note: Other channels of giving such as conference apportionments, district

mi ssion giving, United Met hodi st Womke n’ s
church Special Offerings like One Great Hour of Sharing are not part of the Tally

for Festival of Sharing. To include them as Festival Contributions is misleading

since they are already included in other official reports

As you help feed the hungry and shelter the homeless of the world, we pray that
your spirit will be fed with the assurance that God sees your loving efforts, and that
you will be housed in the protection of God’s love!


http://new.gbgm-umc.org/resources/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/resources/

Local and District Projects
Tally Sheet Line 1

There are many projects and programs within your community and District that
provide for some of the needs of the hungry and homeless. These include, but are
not limited to, the Community Centers supported by the District Mission Societies, or
other denominations; homeless shelters such as those supported by the Salvation
Army or St. Vincent DePaul; emergency food bank co-ops; etc. Your contributions
may be in the form of cash, clothing, food items, or other goods such as furniture,
kitchen utensils, small and large appliances, and household linens.

How to Get Involved

Check with your District Office to see if your church is linked with a United Methodist
Community Center. If so, check directly with the Center for needs that your church
or individuals may be able to supply.

Check with your county Department of Job and Family Services and private social
service agencies to find out how to support the local homeless shelter.

Check to see if there is an Interfaith Hospitality Network operating within your
community and how you can become actively involved with it.

Hold a food drive and/or a children’s clothing drive.

Decorate a Christmas tree with hats, mittens, and socks for one of your community
centers.

Contact local agencies for guest speakers who are willing to speak about their needs
and ways to help.

Become informed about the denomination-wide Four Areas of Ministry by visiting
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwLAKNN1LtH/b.4443111/k.D720/Four Areas of Ministry
Focus.htm

Make sure you record the value of items or cash given on the Tally Sheet.

Contact Information

o0 Your local District Office or Mission Society

0 Local Ministerial Associations

o The local Red Cross Information and Referral Service

o Your pastor, mission outreach committee chair, District Mission Society
Director, or District FOS Representative
Local Habitat for Humanity

(@)


http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.4443111/k.D720/Four_Areas_of_Ministry_Focus.htm
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.4443111/k.D720/Four_Areas_of_Ministry_Focus.htm

Hunger Network in Ohio
Tally Sheet Line 2

ENDING

Facing Facts

HUNGER I HIO

= Inany given week, 207, 700 different Ohicans receive emergency food assistance.

= 35 percent are children under the age of 18, with one out of 10, under 5 years old

- 92 are seniors, often on fixed income and deciding between meals, utilities, and medications
= 142 choose between paying for food or heating/utilities and 1/3 between food or rent/mortgages

Understanding the Dilemma

Most of us rarely spend a day with nothing to eat. Yet hunger is an everyday fact of life for an epidemic
number of families. Poverty, of course, is largely responsible for hunger and unemployment-—-and
underemployment—-is the leading cause of poverty. In recent years, over a quarter of a million

jobz have been lost in Ohio. While “welfare reform” is designed to train and move “able bodied”
adults into jobs, many are still not able to get employment or eam encugh to support their families.
Congregations often provide food pantries and occasional handouts to help families to get by,
yet solutions to ongoing hunger must include changing root causes of poverty.

Committing to Long-term Remedies
Do Justice...l ove Kindness...\Walk Humbly”

The mizsion of the Hunger Metwork iz end hunger in Chio

The method is to change conditions which cause poverty

The ministry is to advocate for personal compassion

and economic justice for “the least of these”
our brothers, sisters, and children

in need

Becoming Involved
2 cents-a-Meal: Pray, keep informed, and contribute pennies within your family/church
Congregatlonal Contact Persons: Lead your faith community to action

Legislative District CoordInators: Join with others in your area and work together for justice
Tuesdays at the Statehouse: Visit your legislators either at their state or local offices

Public Polley Emall Network: Request online information at <HungerietOhio@aol coms

HUNGER NETWORK IN OHIO

82 East 16th Avenue » Golumbus, Chio 43201 - 614-424-6203
HungerMetOhio@acl.com = weww. HungerMetOhio.org



The Potato Project/Meals for Millions

Tally Sheet Lines 3 and 4

The Potato Project, sponsored by the Society of St. Andrew, is a produce salvage
program that provides direct food relief to our nation’s poor while addressing one of
the major causes of hunger —food waste. At a cost of approximately 4 cents per
pound, nutritious produce (that is normally dumped), is salvaged and distributed to
feed the poor and hungry. The Gleaning Network uses the ancient Biblical principle
of gleaning to obtain food which is distributed to soup kitchens, emergency shelters,
and other places to feed those in need. Since its beginnings in 1983, more than 45
million servings of potatoes and other produce annually has been given to agencies
for distribution to the poor.

How to Become Involved

A program called “Meals for Millions” challenges United Methodist Men to become
involved in feeding the hungry. For every $10.00 raised by a United Methodist
Men’s Fellowship, 1000 servings of potatoes will be distributed to the hungry of the
United States by the Society of St. Andrew. If every man in the Fellowship
contributes at least $10.00, a certificate is awarded marking that Fellowship as a
“Challenge Fellowship.”

v' Become a Project Partner

v' Send and distribute brochures that explain the Project and “Meals for Millions”

v' Get the United Methodist Men’s Fellowship involved in the “Meals for Millions”
program.

v Place the hunger issues prominently on the church agenda

v' Designate a person who will serve as the contact between the local church
and Potato Project staff — send his/her name to the address below.

Contact Information

WOC Hunger Relief Advocate
George “Tater” Jensen

P. O. Box 345

Luckey, OH 43443

Voice: 419.833.3325
Email: tatergeo@roadrunner.com



Bread for the World

Tally Sheet Line 5

Bread for the World (BFW) works toward government policies that address the basic
causes of world hunger since government’s policy decisions have a tremendous
impact on hunger, particularly in impoverished communities, both in the U.S. and
abroad. It works to implement a legislative agenda in the U. S. Congress that
emphasizes and supports famine recovery, development, debt relief, reduced
military spending, new priorities and policies in U. S. foreign aid, and aid programs
that benefit women, children, and the very poor. The work is an essential
component of the hunger advocacy program of the United Methodist Church. Bread
for the World, working with Christians across the nation, has a solid record of
accomplishment in putting in place legislation to benefit millions of hungry people.

How to Become Involved
v" Send a financial contribution through the Conference Office to BFW for their
continuing work.
v" Churches or individuals can become members of Bread for the World.
v' Churches particularly interest in advocacy can become BFW Covenant
Churches.

Contact Information

Bread for the World

50 F Street, NW

Suite 500

Washington, DC 20001
Voice: 1.800.822.7323
Website: http://www.bread.org



http://www.bread.org/

Community Refugee and Immigration

Services
Tally Sheet Line 6

Community Refugee and Immigration Services (CRIS) is a not-for-profit organization
servicing all those in legal immigration status living in Central Ohio without regard to
any factor other than need. CRIS was founded in 1995 to return lost services to the
fast growing population of refugees, asylees, and immigrants in the Greater
Columbus area. CRIS has been providing post-arrival services to refugees for a
number of years, such as assistance with obtaining employment, learning English,
finding housing, resolving immigration and other legal matters, and community
outreach services. In August of 2001, CRIS became the Church World
Service/Immigration and Refugee Program (CWS/IRP) affiliate office for Ohio to
provide placement of refugees admitted to the United States from refugee camps.

CRIS has a staff of more than 70; the agency’s staff comes from 20 countries and
are fluent in 26 languages. The multilingual, multicultural staff was chosen for the
purpose of meeting the needs of the refugee and immigrant populations who have
arrived the most recently, who are here in the greatest numbers, and who have the
greatest service needs. The majority of staff came to the United States as refugees
or immigrants themselves.

How To Become Involved

v' Put together one or more Mary & Joseph kits (see following page) and
bring to the Festival of Sharing; or donate other types of kits
Have your church be a co-sponsor for a refugee family in Ohio
Have your church assist another congregation in their work as co-sponsors
Collect and deliver furniture, household items and/or money to a refugee
family
v' Advocate and pray for refugees

AN

Contact Information

Karina Harty-Morrison

Community Refugee & Immigration Services
4889 Sinclair Rd., Suite 103

Columbus, OH 43229

Voice: 614-840-9634 ext. 15

Fax: 614-840-9718

karina@cris-ohio.com

Website: http://www.cris-ohio.com



mailto:karina@cris-ohio.com
http://www.cris-ohio.com/

What Are Mary & Joseph Kits?
Mary & Joseph kits are a set of basic supplies to welcome refugees to Ohio. Like
Mary and Joseph who were refugees when Jesus was a small boy, refugees flee
their homelands and need all the basics to set up their new home. Providing these
kits for refugee families is a simple and clear message of welcome, love, and
concern for them.

Kit 1 : Basic Kitchen and/or Kit 2: Personal Supply

1 sauce pan and frying pan 4 rolls toilet paper

1 set pots (large please) 1 pkg. combs & brushes

1 set dishes for 4 or more 4 bath towels & 4 wash clothes
1 set silverware for 4 or more 4 bars of soap

Cooking utensils 2 shampoo and 1 conditioner

1 can opener 2 pkgs razors (men & women)
1 set dish towels 2 deodorant (men & women)

1 bottle of dish soap 4 toothbrushes

1 broom and 1 dustpan 2 toothpastes

1 set of knives 4 pillowcases

1 set of mixing bowls 4 pillows

4 glasses & 4 mugs 4 blankets

1 pkg. sponges/SOS pads 4 sets of sheets (2 twin & 2 full
1 container laundry detergent or 1 twin, 2 full, and 1 queen)
1 container kitchen cleaner 1 alarm clock

Pl ease | abel the boxes with which kit

Supply: kits include the sizes of the sheets.

For more information contact:

Karina Harty-Morrison

Community Refugee & Immigration Services

4889 Sinclair Rd., Suite 103

Columbus, OH 43229

Voice: 614-840-9634 ext. 15 Fax: 614-840-9718
karina@cris-ohio.com

Complete this form and bring it with your kits to the Festival i THANK YOU!
Church World Service Mary & Joseph Kits

Church

Address

Contact Person’s Phone Email

Please indicate the number of kits you delivered to the festival

Kit 1: Basic Kitchen Kit 2. Personal Supply (sheet sizes, please)


mailto:karina@cris-ohio.com

Church World Service

Tally Sheet Line 7

Ever since the beginning of the Gift of the Heart Kit Program, United Methodists
have worked hand in hand with Church World Service to assemble and ship Hygiene
Kits, School Kits, and Baby Kits to many parts of the world. Our goal is to fill a
truck with 35,000 pounds of self-help kits at the Festival of Sharing.

Through the Blanket Plus Program, Church World Service provides immediate
assistance after war or disaster.

How to Become Involved
v' Assemble Hygiene Kits or contribute $11 per kit to purchase items for kits
v" Assemble School kits or contribute $13 per kit to purchase items for kits
v' Assemble Baby kits or contribute $39 per kit to purchase items for kits

See following pages for complete instructions for items needed in each kit,
packing instructions, and cost per kit for shipping

v' Plan a Blanket Plus Sunday to raise funds for purchase of blankets and tools
v' Sponsor a CROP walk to raise funds for CWS projects

Who to Contact

Matthew Stevens Regional Director

Church World Service Regional Office

1335 Dublin Rd, Suite 218A

Columbus, OH 43220

Voice: 1.888.297.2767 - toll-free in OH and WV
Voice: 614.481.4416

FAX: 614.481.4437

E-mail: mstevens@churchworldservice.org
Website: www.churchworldservice.org



mailto:mstevens@churchworldservice.org
http://www.churchworldservice.org/

Church World Service Self-Help Kits

Ever since the beginning of the Gift of the Heart Program, United Methodists have
worked hand in hand with Church World Service to assemble and ship hygiene,
school, and baby kits to many parts of the world.

The projects listed on this page will not eliminate hunger or poverty, but they can
provide a way of beginning to involve ourselves through taking some tangible first
steps. These simple actions may touch the hearts and lives of others, and show
them the meaning of Christian faith and love.

Our goal each year at the Festival of Sharing is to fill a semi trailer with at least
35,000 pounds of self-help kits. The contents of the kits are listed below. Please
follow the directions exactly as printed and do not include items that are not
listed. And please ,do not include or decorate your kits with religious items
since kits are distributed based on need to people of all faiths.

Please help defray the costs of processing and shipping your gifts by donating $2.00
per kit. Pack kits in a sturdy box with lid and tape shut with packing tape. Limit
weight to 30 pounds per box.

Hygiene Kit School Kit Baby Kit
1 One hand towel 1 One pair of blunt 1 Six cloth diapers
measuring scissors (rounded 1 Two T-shirts or
approximately 16” x tip) undershirts (Not
28” (no fingertip or 1 Three 70-count spiral onesies)
bath towels) or tape-bound pads 1 Two washcloths
1 One washcloth of 8"x10 2" ruled 1 Two gowns or
f One wide-tooth comb paper (no loose leaf sleepers
§ One nail clipper (no or filler paper) §  Two diaper pins
metal files or emery ' One 30-centimeter f One sweater or
boards) (127) ruler sweatshirt
§  One bar of soap 1 One hand-held pencil § Two receiving
(bath size in sharpener blankets (one can be
wrapper) 1 One large eraser handknitted or
1 One toothbrush in 9 Six new pencils with crocheted baby
original packaging erasers blanket)
1 Six bandaids 1 One box of 24
crayons (24 only) All items should be new.
T One 12’x14” to Wrap items inside one of
Seal all items in a one- 14"x16” finished size the receiving blankets
gallon zip-lock bag. Do cotton cloth bag with and secure with both
NOT include toothpaste cloth handles. diaper pins.
because it has an
expiration date; Pack all items inside the
toothpaste is added by cloth bag.
CWS before shipping




BRING A SMILE TO THE FACE
OF PEOPLE AROUND THE
WORLD!

Bring joy to a hurting world through a Church World
Service Blanket Sunday offering. From something as
simple as a blanket, amazing things can happen...with
your help. In time of disaster, a blanket can be a
welcomed gift that can make a world of difference in the
lives of children and families faced with an emergency or
struggling to rebuild their lives.

A new congregational kit and promotional materials can
be sent to you (free of charge) in the quantities needed for
your congregation. Just call the Ohio Regional office at
(888) 297-2767 with your request and we will send them
out promptly.

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE




How to Box Kits

1. Kits should be boxed together
based upon type of kit. Do not mix NNTS \
kits in boxes. N

KITS

2. Select a sturdy box with lid.
Examples of good choices are egg

boxes and copying paper boxes.

3. No more than 30 pounds per box

X,
DO NOT -
use plastic bags or
paper/grocery bags.

4. Tape box securely with heavy duty packing tape. Do not
use masking tape — it does not hold!!

5. Use afelt tip marker to write contents on box top and side.

Please note: DO NOT put tally sheet or money in the box.
Tally sheets are to be given to the District or Conference Tally
taker and funds sent through your local church treasurer or the
Church World Service representative at the Festival of Sharing
event.

For additional information, call Church World Service toll-free
at 1.888.297.2767



Flood Cleanup Buckets
Tally Sheet Line 8
Note: if the requested item size is not available, go down to the next available size. If
nothing is available in the requested or smaller size, put masking tape on the outside of the
bucket saying, "This bucket contains no "

5-gallon bucket with resealable lid

Bleach (two 1-quart or one 82 oz. bottle. Do not include bleach if you are shipping
the bucket through the US Postal Service, UPS or FedEX)

5 scouring pads

7 Sponges

1 scrub brush

18 cleaning towels (reusable wipes)

Liquid laundry detergent (two 25 0z. or one 50 o0z. bottle)

1 household cleaner, 12-16 oz. bottle

Disinfectant dish soap, 16-28 oz. bottle

50 clothes pins

Clothes line (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.)

5 dust masks

2 pair latex gloves

1 pair work gloves

24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags, 33-45 gallon (remove roll from box before
placing in bucket)

=A =

=A =4 =4 4 4 A4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 A -4

71 1 Insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz. can (If aerosol, cans must have protective caps.
See Special Requirements below.)

1 1 Air freshener, 8 or 9 oz. can (If aerosol, cans must have protective caps.
See Special Requirements below.)

Important Kit Assembly Information

All items included in kits must be NEW items.

1 All emergency kits are carefully planned to make them usable in the greatest number
of situations. Since strict rules often govern product entry into international countries,
it is important that kits contain only the requested items-nothing more.

1 Do NOT include any personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits. These
things must be painstakingly removed and will delay the shipment.

1 Please enclose an envelope containing at least $1.50 for each kit you send. This
donation enables kits to be sent without delay to areas in need



Conference/National and Global Projects

Lines 9 and 10

The number and scope of projects to combat hunger and poverty locally and globally
is vast. Through the Advance, you can be assured that your funds go 100% to the
mission project of your choice. Print resources such as The Giving Resource Guide
of The Advance (Strength in Numbers book) provides everything you want to know
about The Advance in one easy guide. It includes descriptions of all Advance
projects worldwide, (complete with their Advance numbers) to make it easy to send
contributions through your church treasurer. This free resource as well as other
Advance information may be ordered by contacting Customer Service department at
1-888-346-3862.

The most current information on projects such as Jackson Area Ministries, Heifer
International, Red Bird Mission, World Hunger, Grace Children’s Hospital, and
hundreds of others which focus on hunger and poverty can be found on the General
Board of Global Ministries website found at http://new.gbgm-umc.org. The
searchable database at the site allows a user to find projects by name, location, key
words, or Advance number. (Please note that webpage contents are updated
frequently so your screen may not appear exactly the same as the illustration below)
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http://new.gbgm-umc.org/

To reach the database, click on the logo for The Advance to go to the Advance
homepage at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/
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http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/

By clicking on the “Search for projects” link, you will reach the searchable database
page where you can locate projects by key words, name, region, or project number.
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A listing of projects based on your search criteria will be displayed along with its
Advance number and brief description.
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Click on the project name to learn more detailed information about the project; most
projects will also have a listing at the end of the page with live links to other similar
projects.
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All projects which have been approved for support through the Advance may
be found in the database or in print resources available through Customer
Service.

When sending funds for specific Advance projects to the Conference
Treasurer, please include the Advance number since there are many projects
which have several related projects, each of which have their own Advance
number.



Festival of Sharing Operating Costs

Tally Sheet Line 11

The Festival of Sharing annual celebration incurs costs such as handbook printing,
publicity, and other program expenses. Committee members volunteer their time
and talents to serve.

How you can become involved
v' Send cash donations to the conference office through your church treasurer.
v' Pray for the work of the committee and Hunger Division

Contact Information:
Your district FOS representative. If you do not know who your representative is,
contact your district office.

Undesignated Giving

Tally Sheet Line 12

Many of you cannot decide which project or program should receive your support.
This fund gives you a chance to contribute, with the disbursement of the funds left
to the discretion of the Festival of Sharing Committee. Based upon the funding of
other projects, the money is usually divided among the least funded programs.

How you can become involved
v Pray for the projects supported by the Festival of Sharing
v Contact your church treasurer to designate your gift

Contact information;

You should contact your treasurer to have your gift sent to the conference office.

If you are not sure who your representative is, contact your district office to find out
who your representative is.






West Ohio Conference — United Methodist Church

20 Festival of Sharing Tally Sheet
Feeding the Hungry — Sheltering the Homeless

Please follow the directions on the reverse for completing the Tally

Date District

Church

Church Address

City

Church No. Pastor

Contact Person

Address

Phone

Email
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~ West Ohio 7
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Report only NEW
Contributions on each
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Project

Advance #

Amount

Local & District Projects

Hunger Network in Ohio

Potato Project

#801660

Meals for Millions

#982225

Bread for the World

#982325

Mary & Joseph Kits ($130 value)

Church World Service Kits

#982810

Hygiene Kits @%$11 ea

School Kits @ $13 ea

Baby Kits @$%$39 ea

Cash for Blankets Plus

Cash for Processing Kits ($2/kit)

8. Flood Cleanup Buckets ($55 value)

9. Total from back
Conference/National Projects
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10. Total from back — Global Projects

11. Festival of Sharing — Operating

12. Undesignated Giving

Announced Special Emphasis
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(Please detail Conference/National and Global Advance projects on reverse side)



Conference/National Projects Advance #
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TALLY SHEET INSTRUCTIONS
1. Make copies of the Tally Sheet or go to the Festival of Sharing Website to download the
latest Tally Sheet.

2. Complete ALL information, including your church number, so your church will be
correctly identified as the one submitting the report. There are a lot of “First”, “Grace” and
“Christ” UMCs in the West Ohio Conference!

3. All money should be given to your CHURCH TREASURER to be sent with a
conference remittance form to the West Ohio Conference office. ldentify projects by
their Advance Number or note that it is for Festival of Sharing. For gifts given directly to
local and district projects, make sure it is recorded on the tally sheet.

4, Sheets should be sent to your District Tally Taker. If you do not know who your District
Tally Taker is, contact your district office for that information. If your district has no Tally
Taker, sheets may be sent directly to:

Janice Michael
10021 Mason Rd
Sidney OH 45365 bandimichael@gmail.com

5. You do not need to wait until the Festival of Sharing to submit a report. If you send
periodic reports, only report new gifts since the last report was sent.

6. Submit forms by Dec. 31 to be included in the same year total.
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