The Mission

Casa de Misericordia (House of Mercy) is an
orphanage located outside the city of Piedras
Negras, Mexico. It is home to 35 children ages
5to 18.

The children are
brought to the
orphanage by a
government
agency. They
typically have
parents who have
fallen victim to
the effects of
drugs and alcohol,
are in prison or
are deceased. Some have suffered from physi-
cal or sexual abuse or have been rescued from
the streets. Many of the children will be re-
turned to their families when circumstances
allow. Some will be adopted, while others will
live at the orphanage until they are ready to go
out on their own.

The orphanage was founded by Pastor Miguel
de Leon and he continues to serve as the direc-
tor. When asked, Pastor Miguel will tell you
that the most significant contribution that can
be made to this ministry is one of presence—it
is important for the children to see that others
care for them.

To this end, King Avenue UMC is organizing a
trip to the casa August 12—16. This team will
be lead by Pastor John Keeny.

The Location

Piedras Negras is a quiet cosmopolitan area
that has not suffered the amount of drug-
related violence that plagues other border
cities. It is located in the Mexican state of
Coahuila, and there have been no reported
cases of swine flu in this state. The water is
safe to drink, and the hotel you use will be
safe and clean although not plush. You will
exercise the same amount of caution as you
would in any unfamiliar city, but you are no
less safe in Piedras Negras than you would
be in Columbus, Ohio.

The average high
temperature for
Piedras Negras in
August is 96° and
the average low is
71° . The hotel and
the orphanage are
air-conditioned.
The average rainfall
for August is 2.2” which is among the wet-
test months in Piedras Negras but would be
the driest month in Columbus, OH.

For More Information

Pastor John Keeny
King Avenue UMC
299 King Avenue
Columbus, OH 43201

Phone: 614-424-6050
Fax: 614-297-8858
E-mail: jkeeny@kingave.org
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Registration

The team is limited to 12 members. Spots will
be filled on a first -come, first -serve basis.

Complete and return to:

John Keeny
King Ave UMC
299 King Avenue
Columbus, OH 43201

Include a check for $350 payable to King Ave UMC.

Please write “Mexico—August” on the memo line.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Church:

Do you speak Spanish?

Do you have a passport?

Which of these tasks are you willing to perform?
(check all that apply)

_ Driver _____ Devotional Leader
__ Navigator ___ Prayer Leader

____ Treasurer _____ Construction Leader
____ Photographer ______Translator

Plan and/or lead activities for the children

The Trip

Piedras Negras is located just across the border
from Eagle Pass, Texas which is a three-hour drive
from San Antonio. The team will depart from the
Columbus airport early on August 12,arrive in San
Antonio around noon and travel via van to Piedras
Negras. Friday and Saturday will be spent at the

orphanage and we will do some sort of construction-

related project for part of each day and spend the
rest of the day with the children. Sunday will be
spent in worship and with the children at the or-
phanage. We will depart early on Monday and ar-
rive back in Columbus late that evening.

You must have a valid passport

The cost of the
trip is about
$700 per person.
This will include
airfare, con-
struction project
costs, ground
transportation,
lodging and
meals while in
Mexico. It does
not include any
checked-
baggage fees
charged by the airline, souvenirs, meals on travel
days or trip cancellation insurance. Much of this
fee is non-refundable. You will reserve your spot on
the team (which are filled on a first-come, first-
serve basis) by submitting a check payable to King
Ave UMC for the amount of $350. The balance will
be due by July 10.

= Our Partners in Piedras Negras, Mexico

Templo Aleluya

The team will likely make a visit to a nearby
church, Templo Aleluya, which is headed by
Pastor Hector Aguirre. This church serves
some of the poorest families of Mexico who
live in a colonia along the railroad tracks.

Each day, the caretaker of the church — a
man named Flavio — drives a van into the
colonia to pick up 80 children and bring
them to the church. They are given break-
fast which for many of them will be their
only meal of the day. The school-aged chil-
dren are taken to school; otherwise they
would probably not go.

During the day,
Flavio constructs
wooden crosses
that he sells to
support this
church and its
ministry. If our
schedule allows,
we may visit
Templo Aleluya
during this trip. You may have the opportu-
nity to purchase crosses ($25) to help with
this cause.




