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DID YOU KNOW…? 

For those whom I have not yet had the opportunity to meet, I am Dean Cole, Capital Funds Developer for the West Ohio Conference.  I have been on staff since January 1, 2008 to continue the significant work that has been accomplished so far through the Strength for Today…Bright Hope for Tomorrow initiative.  The purpose of this article is to update you with certain information pertaining to the initiative and to offer my services.

My first point is to immediately put aside any perception that this initiative was ever intended to be short-term.  Strength for Today…Bright Hope for Tomorrow points the way to renewed vigor for the United Methodist Church as we seek to glorify God and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, a mission clearly requiring a sustained effort.
Through our progress we have refined the focus of Strength for Today…Bright Hope for Tomorrow to two areas of major importance—Leadership Development and New Church Development.   As the result of the faithfulness and hard work of many throughout the Conference, for which we are extremely grateful, we are approaching $39 million in total gifts and pledges to date.  The two largest segments of that bountiful amount are local church campaigns (in excess of $35 million with over $31 million staying for local church construction projects) and individual gifts (in excess of $3 million).  
Regarding local church campaigns, we are positioning ourselves as a Conference so that the local church will desire to contact us first for assistance in the formative stages of a campaign.  We have two goals in mind.  1) We want the local church to be successful.  2) We will strongly encourage the local church to consider a tithe from the local campaign to the Strength for Today…Bright Hope for Tomorrow initiative.  
Until June 30, 2008, we had an arrangement with a fund-raising firm, RSI, whereby the Conference paid RSI’s fee up front for a local church campaign.  Under our new arrangement, the local church conducts its own negotiations in the selection of a fund-raising firm.  Because of our past experience with RSI and their knowledge of the Conference and our initiative, we encourage the local church to give full consideration to RSI as a Conference preferred vendor.  However, RSI does not hold an exclusive right as preferred vendor.  We have other preferred vendors in place and, as we gain positive experiences, we will continue to expand and share our list.
Regarding individual gifts, we continue to grow the donor base by telling our story at special gatherings and through other forms of communication, written and verbal.  We obtain accessibility to donors mainly through our District Superintendents, Pastors and laity assisting as volunteers for the initiative.  At the outset of Strength for Today…Bright Hope for Tomorrow there was a concern whether individual donors to a Conference initiative would reduce their local church giving.  Over the course of the initiative, however, we have noted that is not the case as donors have gained a greater understanding of the mission and the impact it will have on the local church and community, especially in the areas of Leadership Development and New Church Development.
Please let me hear from you in any way I can be of assistance.  You can contact me at Council on Development, WOC, at dcole@wocumc.org or at 1-800-437-0028 ext 319.  There is no charge to the local church for my services.
