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DID YOU KNOW…? 
Did you know or perhaps better said - Do you remember that in the fall of 1981, the country had just entered into a recessionary period. The prime rate was 20 percent, inflation had hit 10 percent, mortgage rates were 15 percent, and the unemployment rate was over 9 percent.  For many, the outlook of the economy had not looked this unstable since the Great Depression, and furthermore there were dire predictions about the future.
Now, flash forward 27 years to 2008.  Again, we are hearing concerns on our nightly news. Job growth has slowed, the subprime lending excesses of recent years has not been fully reconciled and fuel costs are at an all time high.
Regardless of the economic news du jour, now may be a good time to do some careful planning about what property to give to your church and when to give it.  For example, some have seen the value of securities fall in recent months but still are enjoying significant long-term investment gains.  It might be wise to give those securities and use the cash you planned to donate to instead diversify your holdings by purchasing a broader group of stocks at lower current market prices.  Some people are finding this an excellent time to use securities that have increased in value but yield little income to fund Charitable Gift Annuities that provide additional income to help pay for higher medical expenses and other living costs. Finally, during these uncertain days it may make sense to review your estate planning documents to assure that everything is in place concerning your final wishes. Such plans may include a provision for your church. 
Please let us know how we can serve you.

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENT

Greg Traucht   gtraucht@wocumc.org   (800) 437-0028 ext. 212

Dean Cole dcole@wocumc.org  (800) 437-0028 ext. 319

Darlene Krick  dkrick@wocumc.org  (800) 437-0028 ext. 224
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